
"A SECRET FOR TWO"

Short Story Assignment

Name Date

Part A: CHART
What are some strengths of older people? What challenges might they face? Fill in this
chart with your ideas. (3)

ANALYZING THE TRAITS OF OLDER PEOPLE
STRENGTHS CHALLENGES

Part B: QUESTIONS
Answer in complete sentences. Use your own lined paper and write or print very neatly!

1. Where does this story take place? (1)

2. Name the main character (first and last names). (1)

3. Why did the main character name the white horse after St. Joseph? (2)

4. The author includes details to let the reader know that Joseph is a smart horse.
Explain. (1)

5. Why wouldn't the cooks on Prince Edward Street leave a note for the main
character if they needed additional milk or cream? (1)

6. How do you know that Jacques is a kind boss? Give an example from the story
that supports this characterization? (1)

7. Find the paragraph that begins with this sentence: "Then one morning Jacques had
dreadful news for Pierre when he arrived." Authors choose words for
imagery. What phrases or words does the author use in this paragraph to create
i° aery? Give three examples. (3)



8. How old was Joseph when he died? (1)

9. In your own words, describe what Jacques saw when he looked into Pierre's eyes
after telling him about Joseph's death. (2)

10. What does Pierre do when he is told of Joseph's death? (1)

11. Why would Pierre be so upset over Joseph's death? (1)

12. The resolution is the outcome of a story. What was the "secret"? Who were the
"two"? (2)

13. This story has many examples of foreshadowing about Pierre and Joseph's
secret. Go back through the story and provide at least three clues the author
provided about Pierre's handicap. (3)

14. One adjective to describe this story might be bittersweet. This describes a mood
that is both happy and sad. How is this story bittersweet? (2)


